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1. Recemtly the govermment in Teheran manifes‘m{a desire to eradicate the
use of opium, and two ministere have visited an opium den where "Shireh"

[ (julce of opium) is smoked. The closing of one of such mumerous dens

} will be of mo value outside of presentinmg e facade to prove that the

govermment is in esrnest as & "reform" end "anti-corruption" government.

i Thousand of addicts are pleadimg with the authorities for help to over-

| come addiction, but as long as numerous top officiale and leading authorities

1 use opium themselves in one form or another, nothing of lssting benefit

’ can be achieved.

2. Opium and hashish smoking will continue es long as illegal production
ard distribution traffic is one of the leading vested interests of
Iran. It is im fact the logical comsequence of the policy of certain
European coloniasl powers to subjugate Asiatic natioms like China, a policy
that had numerocus commercial houses like the Memazee Commercial Firm at
Hong Kong and other polnts in the Far East, carrying it on with immense
profits, The same policy is at the bottom of the oplum cultivation and
traffic and ite illegal distribution in Iren, assisted by government
egencies and the couniry's representatives in foreign capitals smd
port cities. As this matter benefits a large number of government
departments and thelr dependents, the exposure of any single official
promoting it, or a raid upon certain dens will hardly make a demt in the
| hard crust of a world-wide secret traffic. \
3. International bodies and committees appoimted for the suppression of this
trade, end the control of opium cultivation, have slweys recorded the
; impossibility of a successful termination of this deadly menace. The
reason they give is the invarisHe discovery that the quantity of surrepti-
tiously smuggled narcotics is ageatdealmore than the amount to which e
given country is permitted by treaty to cultivate, for the world's medical

needs. JUL 1 5 m

4. Instances may be recalled where a reprezentative of Iran stated before
& committee that only s certain acreage was planted in Iram, im accord
with an International Agreement, but he &as soom contradicted by other
members of the committee, who presented statistics showing that a grest
deal more than the guentity mentioned had been smuggled that year into
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the world merket.

5 Thoge femilisr with the i1ll-gquipped customs service of Irar know that
there are numeroue points om the coast lime in the South-Scutheast smd
Southwest and on the northern fromtiers which are extirely unguarded-
not to memtion that even the supposedly well-guarded ports are comtrolled
by agents who made a business of winking at the exit of coptraband
nercotics to other lands.

6. In view of these fects nothipg short of a drastic step could eradicate
this disgraceful emd criminal traffic which brings shame upcn the name
of & country whose past contributionms to the glories of world civilization
has entitled 1t to the highest praise,

7. That drastic step could only be the removal of goverements such as the

present one, many of whose high officiels not only profit by this illicit
traffic, but who themselves are addicted to the use of the drug.
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